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at 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
a reconciling in Christ congregation 
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July 28, 2024                            9:30 am 
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Phone: 610-258-6119      
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www.stjohnseaston.org 
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Statement of Welcome 
 

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is 

no longer male and female;  

for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  —  Galatians 3:28 

 
As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St. John’s 

Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, 

to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join us as we struggle to 

better understand the mysteries of God’s teachings. We are challenged 

by Christ to care for, to love, to understand, and to listen to each other, 

regardless of race, age, gender, marital status, physical and mental 

abilities, sexual/affectional orientation, national origin, or economic 

status. We celebrate together our unity as God’s people. 

St. John’s Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to  

shine in their own unique gifts. 

 

Statement of Mission 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented, 

congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome, and 

wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love. 
 

~ 
 

Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who believe that 

our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of the Sacrament. If 

this is your belief, there are instructions to follow at the time of 

Communion later in the bulletin. 
 
 
Service Notes:  

 (asterisk) indicates, please stand as you are able. 

 Page # indicates the front of the hymnal is used . . . 

 Hymn # indicates the back of the Hymnal is used . . . 

Hymn Book Abbreviations:  

ELW – Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book 

WOV – With One Voice 

ACS – All Creation Sings 
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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.   

Welcome 
 

Prelude               

 

The Baptism of Kyla Grace Applewhite 
 

Presentation                                                            - page 227 
 

P:  In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and 

death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the 

Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of 

the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the 

communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the 

will of God. 
 

P:  Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, 

do you desire to have Kyla Grace Applewhite baptized into Christ? 

 

Parents / Sponsors:  I do. 

 

P:  As you bring Kyla to receive the gift of baptism, you are 

entrusted with responsibilities: to live with her among God's 

faithful people, bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 

Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures, and 

nurture her in faith and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the 

world God made, and work for justice and peace. Do you promise 

to help her grow in the Christian faith and life? 
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Parents / Sponsors:  I do. 

 

P:  Parents & Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Kyla in the 

Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help 

them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 

church? 

 

Parents / Sponsors:   I do. 

 

P:  People of God, do you promise to support  

Kyla Grace Applewhite and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 

 

Congregation:  We do. 

 

 

 

Profession of Faith                                                    - page 259 

 

P:  I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 

confess the faith of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all 

the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against 

God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

 

Congregation:  I renounce them. 

 

P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

 

Congregation:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 

of heaven and earth. 

 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
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Congregation:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

 

P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 

Congregation:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Font                                        - page 230 

 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

Congregation:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P:  We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 

the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 

you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free 

from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that 

those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new 



6 

 

life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 

Congregation:  Amen. 

Baptism                                                                  - page 230 

  

P: Kyla Grace Applewhite, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Congregation:  Amen. Blessed be God, the source of all life, the 

word of salvation, the spirit of mercy. 

 

P:  Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water 

and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, 

cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 
Sustain Kyla with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence, both now and forever. 

 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 

P:  Kyla, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 

 

Welcome                                                                       - page 231 
 

A lighted candle is given . . . 
 

Assistant:  Let your light so shine before others that they may see 

your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
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P:  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

Congregation:  We welcome you into the body of Christ and 

into the mission we share join us in giving thanks and praise to 

God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the 

world. 

 

*Gathering Hymn                                  
 
          ELW # 461  “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” 
 
   

*Greeting                                                      -  page 147                     
 
 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

*Kyrie            -  page 147                     
 

*Canticle of Praise         “This is the Feast . . .”      -  page 149     

 

*Prayer of the Day 
 

A:  Let us pray.  Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts 

of all your children a longing for your word and a hunger for your 

truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of 

heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C:  Amen 
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Children’s Chat 
 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

First Reading                                                        2 Kings 4:42-44 

 
42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first 

fruits to [Elisha,] the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and 

fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people 

and let them eat.” 43 But his servant said, “How can I set this before 

a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let 

them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some 

left.’ ” 44 He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, 

according to the word of the LORD. 

 

A:  The Word of the Lord.                 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Responsive Reading:                                       Psalm 145:10-18 

 
10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 

and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

  
11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 

and speak of your power, 

  
12 that all people may know of your power 

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
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13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion 

endures throughout all ages. 

You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all 

your works.  

  
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 

and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

  
15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 

and you give them their food in due season. 

  
16 You open wide your hand 

and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

  
17 You are righteous in all your ways 

an 

d loving in all your works. 

  
18 You are near to all who call upon you, 

to all who call upon you faithfully.  

 

Second Reading                        Ephesians 3:14-21 

 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom 

every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, 

according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 

strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 
17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are 

being rooted and grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may have the 

power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and 

length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness 

of God. 

  

 



10 

 

    20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 

accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 
21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

A:  The Word of the Lord.                 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*Gospel Acclamation          “Alleluia”                   -  page 151 

 

* Gospel                                                                   John 6:1-21 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 6th chapter. 

 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.\ 
 

 

1 Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the 

Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following him, because they 

saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the 

mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the 

Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up 

and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 

“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He said this 

to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip 

answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread 

for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, 

Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has 

five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 

people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was 

a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five 

thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had 

given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also 
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the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he 

told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that 

nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from the 

fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, 

they filled twelve baskets. 14 When the people saw the sign that he 

had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to 

come into the world.” 

  15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take 

him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain 

by himself. 

  16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got 

into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now 

dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea became rough 

because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about 

three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming 

near the boat, and they were terrified. 20 But he said to them, “It is 

I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they wanted to take him into the boat, 

and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were 

going. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.              

 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon – The Reverend Mike Button 

 

*Hymn of the Day –                              

 

ELW # 515 “Break Now the Bread of Life” 
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*Prayers of Intercession   
 
A:  Let us pray.  God of generations, you work in us far more than 

we can ask or imagine. Bless the church you have called into being 

across time and space and fill it with the power of the Spirit for 

loving service. In your mercy, 

 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A:  God of field and forest, streams and seas, you are the fullness 

of all things. As grains of wheat grow upon the earth and fish swim 

in the waters, sustain your creation. Protect harvests and give every 

person food in due season. In your mercy, 

 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A:  God beyond borders, you rule all in all. Bless the work of 

humanitarians and peacekeepers, shield those who live, work, or 

serve in harm’s way, and bring an end to war and conflict. In your 

mercy, 

 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A:  God of healing, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire 

of every living thing. We remember any who are sick or suffering, 

families in our community who endure hunger, those who seek 

asylum or citizenship, and our beloved for whom death is near.  

Take care of all brothers and sisters including those we mention on 

our prayer list . . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts . . . In 

your mercy, 

 

C: Hear our prayer. 
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A:  God of grace, you root us and ground us in love. As you 

inspired our ancestors in this place in their ministry, sustain us also 

in new endeavors, that your glory may be made known, and your 

lovingkindness shared anew. In your mercy, 

 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A:  God of all, your love in Christ surpasses all knowledge. We 

give thanks for the departed who have come to know the fullness 

of your grace. Join our voices with theirs and all the saints in 

singing your praises. In your mercy, 
 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A:  Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we 

commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one 

who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and 

Lord. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

* The Sharing of the Peace         
 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      

 

C: And also with you. 
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Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

(Ushers now proceed to the Altar to receive the offering plates...)  

Offertory      
 

*Presentation of Gifts    (Ushers now bring the offering plates forward.) 

 

*Offertory Hymn               ELW# 185        “Create in me . . .”         
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*Offertory Prayer 
 

A:  Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with 

your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has 

been sown among us and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 

what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 

 

C:  Amen 

 

*Great Thanksgiving     -  page 152 

 

* Preface    (Leader continues . . .)  

 

*Holy, Holy, Holy           - page 153 
  
*Thanksgiving at the Table  (Leader continues . . .) 
 

*Lord's Prayer     - page 154                            

 

*Lamb of God              -  page 154 

 

*Invitation to Communion   -  page 154 
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Holy Communion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the 

real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table. 

 
 

*At the invitation of the usher, please proceed to the front to receive 

communion.  Communion is also available in your pew, please let an 

usher know.  Gluten free wafers and grape juice are  
available upon request. 

 

 

Communion Hymns                              
 

    ELW #482  “I Come with Joy” 
                        

    ELW #483  “Here Is Bread” 

                         

    ELW #484  “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 

 

*Table Blessing 
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*Post Communion Hymn       “Now Lord . . .”      -  Page 113 
 
 

 
 

*Prayer after Communion 
  
A:  Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your 

table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in 

this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 
 

*Blessing  
      
P:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and 

journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. 

 

C:  Amen.  

 

 

*Sending Hymn                               
 

ELW # 689  “Praise and Thanksgiving” 

 

*Dismissal 
       

L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

Postlude          
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Thank you to our Worship Volunteers . . . 
Worship Assistant– Jim Heck 

Ushers – Cindy & Bob Black 
Reader – John Fritchman 

Altar Guild – Judi Kalapay / Linda Kalapay 

Video Team – David Faulkner 
   

This Week at St. John’s   July 28th – August 4th 

Today (7/28/24) – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 am 

Today (7/28/24) – Gallery Open – 11:00 -2:00 pm 

Tuesday (7/30/24) – Bible Study, 11:00 am - Hospitality Rm. 

Saturday (8/3/21) – Lebanese Heritage Days –  
Parking Volunteers Needed 5-9:00 pm 

Sunday (8/4/24) –Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 am 

Sunday (8/4/24) – Following Worship:  Finance – Office 

Sunday (8/4/24) – Gallery Open, 11:00 – 2:00 pm  

Sunday (8/4/24) – Lebanese Heritage Days –  
Parking Volunteers Needed 11-7:00 pm 

 
 
 

 
Worship liturgy and song usage in this service has been obtained with a subscription to 
sundaysandseasons.com © 2024 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted and streamed by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, Annual License #SAS003368.  All rights reserved. 
 
Permission to stream the following music has been obtained from OneLicense, license #A722086.  All 
rights reserved. 
  1.  “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” (ELW #461, Text: Sylvia Dunstan © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.; 
Music: W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825; Arr: © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.) 
  2.  “I Come with Joy” (ELW #482, Text: Brian Wren © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company; 
Music:  W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835.) 
  3.  “Here Is Bread” (ELW #483, Text & Music: Graham Kendrick © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. by 
Music Services in the Western Hemisphere (ASCAP). 
  4.  “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” (ELW #484, Text: Omer Westendorf; Music: Robert Kreutz; Text and 
music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications.) 
  5.  “Praise and Thanksgiving” (ELW #689, Text: Albert F. Bayly © Oxford University Press; Music: 
Gaelic tune; Hymnal Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.) 
 
Remaining music is from the public domain. 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
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Prayer Concerns:  Chuck, Deanna, Joe, Kara, Christine, Steve, 
Rhemy, Paul, Chris, Michael, Shelly, Jan, Maria, 

Carolyn, Sarah, Bob, Rita, Terry, Jim, Shirley, Jeff, 
Debbie, Charlie, Peggy, Tony, Mike, Arlene, Our 

Homebound Family and Friends, and the St. John’s 
Call Committee and our Future Pastor . . . 

 
  

The Rachel Circle needs your help to provide food to our 
homeless and low income in our community through our 

Blessing Box.  In the bulletin today, an envelope is enclosed 
for your donation.  Please return it any Sunday to the 
offering plate.  If you prefer to bring canned goods, a 

donation basket is in the Narthex for those items.  All 
donations are appreciated.-  The Rachel Circle 

  
Altar Flowers are sponsored . . . 

"In honor of my father's 90th birthday" 
By monica Weiss-Nolen  

  
Attendance: 49 

Last Sunday's Envelope / Plate Offering $1,878.00 

Weekly amount needed to reach our Budget: $2,126.00 

Year to Date Envelope / Plate Offering:  $57,592.00 

Amount Needed to reach budget for the year $53,018.00 

 

 


