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Statement of Welcome

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is
no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. — Galatians 3:28

As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St. John’s
Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people,
to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join us as we struggle to
better understand the mysteries of God’s teachings. We are challenged
by Christ to care for, to love, to understand, and to listen to each other,
regardless of race, age, gender, marital status, physical and mental
abilities, sexual/affectional orientation, national origin, or economic
status. We celebrate together our unity as God’s people.
St. John’s Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to
shine in their own unique gifts.

Statement of Mission

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented,
congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome, and
wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love.

Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who believe that
our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of the Sacrament. If
this is your belief, there are instructions to follow at the time of
Communion later in the bulletin.

Service Notes:
- (asterisk) indicates, please stand as you are able.
- Page # indicates the front of the hymnal is used . . .
- Hymn # indicates the back of the Hymnal is used . . .

Hymn Book Abbreviations:
ELW — Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book
WOV — With One Voice
ACS — All Creation Sings



Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome

Prelude

“Allein Gott in de Hoh sei Ehr” by F. Zachau / J. W. Walther
(“All Glory Be to God in High”)

*Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the God of manna,
the God of miracles, the God of mercy.

C: Amen.

L: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess
oursin. .. God, our provider,

C: Help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We
guestion your ways when they differ from the ways of the
world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings
and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in
the world. Amen.



L: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, -+ the bread of
life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.

C: Amen.

*Gathering Hymn
ELW # 825 “You Servants of God”

*Greeting - page 147

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*Kyrie - page 147

*Canticle of Praise “This is the Feast...” - page 149



*Prayer of the Day

A: Letus pray. All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned
death into life and defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust
in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the
same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen

Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading Genesis 3:8-15

®[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LorD God walking in the
garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife
hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden.’But the LorD God called to the man, and said
to him, “Where are you?” "He said, “T heard the sound of you in
the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and I hid
myself.” *'He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” **The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave
me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” **Then the LoRD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent tricked me, and I ate.” “The LoRrRD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and
dust you shall eat all the days of your life.

1 will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will
strike his heel.”

A: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Responsive Reading: Psalm 130

Out of the depths
| cry to you, O LORD;

0 LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

°If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LorD, who could stand?

“Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.

°I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.

®My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch
for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.

'O Israel, wait for the LoRD, for with the LORD there is steadfast
love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.

8For the LorbD shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1

3Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with
scripture—-I believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so
we speak, ““because we know that the one who raised the Lord
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into

6



his presence. °Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it
extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to
the glory of God.

°So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is
wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. *'For
this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal
weight of glory beyond all measure, **because we look not at what
can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.

>For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.

A: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” - page 151

* Gospel Mark 3:20-35

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 3™ chapter.
C: Glory toyou, O Lord.'

[Jesus went home;] “’and the crowd came together again, so that
[Jesus and the disciples] could not even eat. *When his family
heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He
has gone out of his mind.” ?And the scribes who came down from
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons
he casts out demons.” >And he called them to him, and spoke to
them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? “*If a kingdom is
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divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. °And if a house
is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. °And
if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot
stand, but his end has come. ?’But no one can enter a strong man’s
house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong
man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

?%“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and
whatever blasphemies they utter; ’out whoever blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of
an eternal sin”—""for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

*Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside,
they sent to him and called him. *’A crowd was sitting around him;
and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters
are outside, asking for you.” **And he replied, “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” **And looking at those who sat around
him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! **Whoever
does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Homi[y — Steve Moyer

*Hymn of the Day —

ELW # 665 “Rise, Shine, You People!”



*Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

A: Letus pray. You reawaken our hearts to your mercy. We give
you thanks for renewers of the church in every age. Enliven the
creativity and persistence of all seeking to transform the church
into a closer vision of your beloved community. Merciful God,

C: Receive our prayer.

A: Your presence is revealed in the shade of trees, the growth of
seeds into flowers, and in the blessing of plants granting food in
their right season. Heal lands scarred by deforestation, pollution, or
infestation. Teach us to cultivate the earth with respect and
reverence. Merciful God,

C: Receive our prayer.



A: Our nations and communities are divided, O God. Teach us
again to listen with curiosity and mercy, even in disagreement.
Grant us the humility to acknowledge our hardness of heart and
make us bold in modeling cooperation for the sake of the common
good. Merciful God,

C: Receive our prayer.

A: Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you from the depths of
fear, despair, or hopelessness. With haste, rescue victims of
trafficking, exploitation, and abuse, and bless organizations and
individuals who work on their behalf. Care for the sick, in pain or
in need, including those we mention on our prayer list . . . and
those we name aloud or in our hearts . . . Merciful God,

C: Receive our prayer.

A: Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are in seasons of
discernment and transition: high school graduates preparing for
first jobs or new educational journeys, those who are shifting
careers, and those who are navigating changes in their
relationships. Accompany them with your peace. Merciful God,

C: Receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
A: Praise to you for our ancestors in faith who believed, spoke,
and lived in you. Give us confidence that as Jesus was raised, so

we too will be raised, with all the saints, into your everlasting
presence. Merciful God,

C: Receive our prayer.
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A: Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid,
through the power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

* The Sharing of the Peace

L: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

(Ushers now proceed to the Altar to receive the offering plates...)

Oﬂ‘ertory “Reflections on ‘Prospect’”
(Tune: M. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835)

*Presentation Qf Ggﬂs (Ushers now bring the offering plates forward.)
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”‘foertory Hymn ELW# 185 “Create inme...”

Cre-ate in me a clean  heart, O God, and re - new a right

spir-it  with - in me. Cast me not a-way from your

pres-ence, and take not your Ho - ly Spir - it from me.
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Re - store to me the  joy of your sal-va-tion, and up-hold me
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with your free Spir-it. Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God,

(:

and re - new a right spir - it with - in me.

*Offertory Prayer

A: Letus pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with
your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

C: Amen
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*Great Thanksgiving - page 152
* Preface (Leader continues . . .)
*Holy, Holy, Holy - page 153

"’Thanksgiving at the Table (Leader continues . . .)

*“Lord's Prayer - page 154
*Lamb qf God - page 154
*Invitation to Communion - page 154

Holy Commumion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the
real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table.

*At the invitation of the usher, please proceed to the front to receive
communion. Communion is also available in your pew, please let an
usher know. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are
available upon request.
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Communion Hymns

ELW #461 “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”
ELW #466 “In the Singing”

ELW #471 “Let Us Break Bread Together”

“Table Blessing

*Post Communion Hymn ~ “Now Lord...” - Page 113
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*Prayer after Communion

A: Letus pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your
table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.

C: Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Announcements

*Blessing

L: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and
journeys with us, *F be upon you now and forever.

C: Amen.

*Sending Hymn
ELW # 543 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
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*Dismissal
L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude “Air” by G. F. Handel
(From the “Water Music” suite)

Worship liturgy and song usage in this service has been obtained with a subscription to
sundaysandseasons.com © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and streamed by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, Annual License #SAS003368. All rights reserved.

Permission to stream the following music has been obtained from OneLicense, license #A722086. All
rights reserved.

1. “Rise, Shine, You People!” (ELW #665, Text: Ronald Klug; Music: Dale Wood; Text and music ©
1974 Augsburg Publishing House.)

2. “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” (ELW #461, Text: Sylvia Dunstan © 1991 GIA Publ., Inc.; Music:
W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825; Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.)

3. “In the Singing” (ELW #466, Text: Shirley Erena Murray; Music: Carlton R. Young; Text & music ©
1996 Hope Publishing Company.)

4. “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” (ELW #543, Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda © 1983 Concordia
Publishing House; Music: Welsh trad.; arr; Ralph Vaughan Williams.)

Remaining music is from the public domain.
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